served as the 10th [BC] 2 Basel Computational Biology Conference, the annual meeting of the Swiss computational biology community. It was preceded by two satellite meetings, six workshops and five tutorials. Details of the conference are available through the conference website (http://www.eccb12.org) and will later be archived at eccb.iscb.org/2012/.
Following the call for proceedings papers, we received a record number of 340 submissions-which corresponds to a ∼60% increase compared to the previous ECCB in 2010. The manuscripts were assessed by a program committee of 350 reviewers and 191 coreviewers. The reviewing process in each topic area was coordinated by two area chairs (see next article), and the different areas were coordinated by the Conference Chairs. Within each area, the area chairs assigned the papers to expert referees; in general each paper was reviewed by three PC members, with a few cases where we could only secure two referee reports. The whole process was carried out through the EasyChair conference reviewing system (http://www.easychair.org). The same system was used for discussing papers in cases where the reviewers had different opinions about the relevance or quality of the contribution. After a consensus had been reached by the reviewers, a final selection was carried out by the area chairs and the conference chairs, discussing the outcome in the form of a phone conference. In total, 48 papers were conditionally accepted, pending revision. After acceptance notices were sent, the authors had 2 weeks to modify their papers according to the suggestions made by the reviewers and to respond to the reviewers' comments. Modified papers and authors' responses were reexamined during the next week to ensure each paper was modified appropriately in response to the reviewers' comments. We were pleased that all conditionally accepted papers were finally accepted. These 48 (14% accepted rate) contributions are included in this special issue. Collectively, the authors of the 48 accepted papers come from 19 countries across 4 continents, with 60 authors from North America, 95 from Europe, 27 from Asia (excluding Israel), 4 from Israel and 3 authors from Saudi Arabia. The conference papers are available in open access in electronic format, both through online open access to the journal Bioinformatics and on the electronic documentation distributed to the conference participants on USB memory cards.
The call for poster abstract submission was kept open 2 weeks after the selection of the oral presentations, so that authors whose manuscript could not be accepted had the opportunity to resubmit their work as poster. A call for late poster abstracts was launched to allow groups to present their latest research results during the meeting. At the time of writing, more than 500 posters were accepted after evaluation of the abstracts for scientific relevance to the meeting. The call for late abstract has not been completed at the time of writing. Accepted poster abstracts are included as part of the electronic documentation distributed to the conference participants, and are available through the conference website.
In addition to the keynotes and proceedings presentations, eight highlight presentations were selected by the ECCB steering board and program committee members from 100 submissions, consisting of full papers that have been published, or accepted for publication, between 1 January 2011 and the submission deadline, 1 July 2012. Additionally, a technology and software track included presentations of commercial and academic software, databases and biological applications by sponsors, exhibitors and academic institutions. Encouraging the participation of young scientists has always been a central goal of the ECCB conference because the conference is a great opportunity for education and networking for early stage scientists. Thanks to contributions from several academic sponsors, our host organizations, previous editions of ECCB and our commercial sponsors, we could provide 114 conference fellowships to PhD and postdoc applicants from all over the world. Presenters and contributors to oral presentations were given priority. Unfortunately, several applicants had to be turned down due to limitations of available resources.
Organizing ECCB would not be possible without the generous support by partner organizations, funding agencies and sponsors. It is our pleasure to thank all the people and organizations that made ECCB 2012 possible. Our first thanks go to the program committee of reviewers and co-reviewers, and in particular the area chairs. A swift and effective review process is at the heart of a conference like ECCB. Reviewing 340 proceedings manuscripts and 100 highlight paper submissions in just a few weeks is truly challenging, especially since many members of the program committee had been involved in reviewing for ISMB shortly before. The dedication and hard work of the program committee was quite simply the key to the high quality of the conference.
We are grateful to the ECCB steering committee for their support to the organization of the conference: in particular, the advice and guidance from previous organizers Anna Tramontano, Yves * Biozentrum, University of Basel, Klingelbergstrasse 50 / 70CH -4056 Basel, Switzerland Moreau and Michal Linial was crucial. Anna, thank you so much for answering our questions at any time of day (and night)! Logistics is crucial for a successful conference. We are grateful to the Oxford University Press production team for the preparation of this special issue, to Congress Center Basel for the venue organization. The local administration team at the Biozentrum of the University of Basel did an incredible job, and we owe them a great debt: Katja Jenni, Rita Manohar, Sarah Güthe, Lorenza Bordoli and Yvonne Steger for preparing the meeting and organizing the registration, Markus Stöckli from Billboard for the poster and website design, Andrew Waterhouse for the registration and poster submission system, Jan Welker and Konstantin Arnold for IT support, Jocelyne Boquet for handling the financial administration.
Finally, the most important ingredient to the success of a conference are the scientific contributions and discussions: we are grateful to the authors of all submitted manuscripts, keynote speakers, presenters of selected papers, tutorial lecturers, workshop organizers and contributors, poster authors and to all the participants. Thank you for making this conference a success.
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